Geelong Relay For Life – Changes to venue 

Issue: Confirmation of the relocation of the Geelong Relay from Deakin University’s Waurn Ponds Campus to Beckley Park.

Key messages: 

· Geelong’s 2007 Relay For Life will be held at another fantastic venue - Beckley Park on 17 & 18 March

· The temporary relocation of the event is due to the drought and the impact it has had on Deakin University’s ovals, resulting in it being closed indefinitely 

· Like Deakin University, Beckley Park is also a fantastic venue on which to stage Relay For Life 

· We expect the spirit of the event to be just as amazing as in previous years because Relay For Life is not about a venue but the cancer cause

· Around 1000 people are diagnosed with cancer each year from Greater Geelong demonstrating a real need for Relay For Life

· 64 teams are currently registered and we’re encouraging more teams to be part of this great community event. A Team Meeting will be held on Wed 14 February at 7.30pm at Deakin University’s Waurn Ponds Campus in the foyer of the Peter Thwaites Lecture Theatre (LT1).

· In 2006, over 2,500 people participated raising $354,000 contributing to an incredible overall fundraising total of $1.6 million since it commenced in 2000. 

· Relay for Life brings so much to our regional communities providing hope to cancer patients, the opportunity to remember loved ones lost and honor cancer survivors and carers

· All money raised by Relay For Life funds cancer research, education and prevention programs and support services for those affected by cancer in the Geelong community and Victoria as a whole

Spokesperson: 
Geelong Relay For Life Chair Andrew Purdy 52828282 (A/H) or 0403 161 454

Contacts: 

Amanda Millington ext 5355 or 0402 317 418

Relay Committee PR Sarah Birch 0407 312 945     
Q&A

Q. Were other venues considered other than Beckley Park?

A. Yes, many other venues were nominated as potential venues, all were visited but Beckley Park proved to be the most suitable venue.

Q. What will the surface be like that will be used for walking / running on?

A. The surface is compacted sand and will provide an excellent surface for walking and running regardless of the weather conditions.

